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1-40 (Cancelled) 



41. {ft&endedJ A systeift for processing financial institution 
documents compel s inq : 

a jnult&tucte of compact iBiage processing units 
communicatively coupled together to form a network, each of the 
image processing units comprising: 

ar* input receptacle for receiving financial 
inst i tut ion documents ; 

an i&a^e scanner; 

a dts crimination unit; 

3 transport mechanise coupled to the input 
receptacle adapted to recolv** the dDctnafcnts frosa the input 
receptacle and transport the documents past the ir*acje 
scanner and. the discrimination unit; 

an output receptacle adapted to receive the 
documents from the transport mechanism after tb« documents 
have been transported past the image scanner and 
discrimination unit; 
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the image scanner being adapted to obtain images 
of the documents, the scanner further being adapted to 
optically recognize fields within the documents and to 
automatically extract information from the fields; 

the discrimination unit including an authenticate* 
adapted to automatically determine the authenticity of the 
documents; and 

an interface adapted to automatically communicate 
with <m outside accounting system* the outside accounting 
system being adapted to update financial accounts 
associated with the documents substantially immediately 
without human intervention . 

42. (Amended) The system of claim 41 « wherein the output recept^te i$ a single bin 

43. (Amended) Ths system of claim 41, whereto the output recsptecle is a plurality ofbiits* 

44- {Amended} The system of claim 41, further comprising 
a communi cations panel adapted to communicate operational, 
instructions to a user* 

45. (Amended) The system of claim Al, wherein the outside 
accounting system is adapted, for storing, tracking, and 
analysing the information transmitted ever the network from the 
image processing units* 

46. (Cancelled) 
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4?, {Aisercded) The system of claim 4t, whsrdn the docamcfits have wide and narrow 
dimeasums aisd the documents are transported with their wide <£mwsiQR parallel to the direction 
oftransport- 

48. (Amended) The system of claim 41, therein the documents have wide and narrow 
dimensions and, the documents arc transported with their narrow dimension paaraltei to the 
direction of tnmpwfo 

49. (Amended} The system of claia 4.1, wherein the multitude 
of units are located at teller windows. 

50, {Amended) The system of claim 41, wherein the financial institution documents craqprisc 
checks and deposit 
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51* (Amended) A system for processing financial institution 
documents comprising: 

a multitude of image processing units communicatively 
coupled together to fora* a network, the units processing 
financial institution documents deposited by users, e ach o f the 
units coiTiprising; 

an input receptacle for receiving financial institution 

documents; ; 

an image scanner; 

a transport mechanise coupled to fche input receptacle 
adapted to receive the documents ixom the input receptacle and 
transport the documents past the image scanner; 

an output receptacle adapted to receive the documents 
from the transport mechanism, after being transported past the 
image scanner; 

the image scanner being adapted to obtain images of the 
documents » the scanner further being adapted to optically 

recognize fields within the documents and to automatically 
extract information from the fields; and 

an interface adapted to communicate the information 
contained in selected areas ot the document to an outside 
accounting system wherein financial accounts associated with the 
documents are processed automatically substantially immediately. 



f 
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52. { Amended) The system of claim 5 1 ♦ wherein the output receptacle is a single bin, 

53- (Amended) The system of claim 51* wherein lite output receptacle is a plurality of bbs. 

54, (Amended) The document processing system of claim S I » wlwran the outside accounting 
system k a deposit system. 

55. (Amended) The document processing system of claim 51, wherein the outside accounting 
system is a withdrawal system. 

36, (Amended} Tha system, of claim 51, further comprising 
a teller window ^onifcar coupled to the ituge processing unit, 

57. (Amended) The system of claim 5t« wherein the documents have wide end narrow 
dtm<msio«s and the documents are Imvsported with their wide dimension parallel to the direction 
of transports 

58, (Amended) The system of claim 51, wherein the documents have wde and narrow 
dimensions and the document otb transported with their narrow dimension parallel to the 
direction of transport 



59-77 (Cancelled) 



Application/Control Number: 10/042,675 
Art Unit: 2625 



Page 7 



78. (Amended) A financial institution document processing system comprising; 
an *nput receptacle for r*cci ving financial inatittf tioa document: 

a ftttt image scanner; 

a transport mechanism coupled to the input receptacle adapted to receive the documents 

from the input receptacle and transport the documents past a full image scanner; 
only two output receptacles for receiving the documents from fbe transport meehanism 

aftet bemg transported past the Ml image scanner; 
the full image scanner being adapted to obtain full video images of the documents, fee 

scanner further being adapted to optically recognize fields within tfco documents 

and lo automatically extract information from the fields; 
a controller coupled to the Hail image scanner; and 

an interface coupled to the controller and adapted to automatically communicate with an 
oiittide accounting system, the outside accounting system being adapted to update 
financial accounts associated with the docusate substantialJy immediately 
without hiananimervemioa, 

79. (Amended) The system of claim 78, wherein the financial msdiution documents have 
wide and narrow dimensions and the flaaneial institution document* are transported with their 
narrow dimension paral&l to the direction of transport, . 

80. (Amended) The system of claim 78* wherein the financial iasuturloft documents have 
wide and narrow dimensions and the financial institution documents are transported with their 
wide dimension parallel to the direction of transport, 

81, {Amended} The system of claim ?$, wherein the fmanct*} institution document* include 
checks and deposit slips, 

82, (Amended) The system of claim 78, wherein the financial institution documents arc 
chosen &om the group consist of mortgage payment slips, coupons, savings deposit slip. 

83-212 (Cancelled) 

2ll (New) The system of claim 4% wherein the units located at financial institutions comprise 
units located at teller windows. 

214. (New) The system of claim $I Y wherein theoutput receptacle comprise* two bins. 
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215. (New) A financial institution document processing 
network:, comprising: 

a plurality of document imaging devices, each such devira? 
adapted to; receive a stack: of documents, image each document in 
the stack, tfete rating ^ $ojn.etary value associated with each 
document, and output the document images arsd associated monetary 
values; 

a financial institution accounting system operating to 

receive the document mages and associated monetary values and 
update a financial account associated with the stack of 

documents in view of the associated monetary value$; and 

a tiiata co&^nicationa network interconnecting the plurality 

of document imaging device* to the financial institution 

accounting system* 

216. {New} The network of claim 215 further including a 
memory associated with the accounting systesa for: storing the 
docuisen t images - 

217. (Hew) the network of cla£& 215 wherein the data 
communications network is a local area network (UW) - 

218. (New) The network of claim 217 wherein the LAN 
utilises a ccamcn bus architecture. 

219. (New) The network of claim 2X7 wherein the LAH 
utilizes a ring topology, 

220. (New) The network of claim 217 wherein the L&N 
utilizes « star topology* 
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221. (Now) The network of claim 215 further laciut&ng a 
cluster controller for interfacing the plurality of document 
imaging devices and the financial institution accounting system 
through t:h& d*st.a communications network, 

222. (Hew) The network of claim 215 wherein the data 
co^unications network comprises a first network associated with 
document imaging device communications and a second network 
associated with financial institution accounting system 
co*municati.ons , the network farther including a gateway to 
interconnect the first and second networks. 

223. {New) The network of claim 215 wherein the stack of 
documents includes iaixed checks and currency bills, each 
document imaging device operating to ixaage the checks and 
currency bills, process the check images to determine check 
value, denominate the currency bills to determine bill, value/ 
and output the determined check and bill valises with the output 
document images . 



